
THE THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 23, 2025

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

Voluntary   Fantasy in C minor Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Please stand, as able, at the entrance of the cross and procession.

The Penitential Order 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.
Celebrant If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we  
 confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

Please kneel, as able, for

The Confession
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Choir sings the Kyrie in either Greek or English.

Kyrie eleison Setting: Tomás Luis da Victoria (1548-1611)
Kyrie eleison.     Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christe eleison.     Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison.    Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Absolution
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
 Amen.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. To observe Lent, the announcements and greeting 
are placed at the conclusion of worship during this season. Please maintain quiet for 
prayer. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here.
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Celebrant Let us pray. Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves: 
 Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from 
 all adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
 hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading Exodus 3:1-15
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; he led his flock beyond the 
wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed. Then Moses 
said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the 
Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which 
you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the 
Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account 
of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk 
and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 
them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses 
said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I 
will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought the 
people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But Moses said to God, “If I come to the 
Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his 
name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He said further, “Thus you 
shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the 
Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name forever, and this my title for all generations.”

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Psalm 63:1-8   Deus, Deus meus  Chant: Plainsong
The Refrain is sung first by the Choir, repeated by all, then together as appointed.

Refrain

O God, you are my God; eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you, 
my flesh faints for you, as in a barren and dry land where there is no water.
Therefore I have gazed upon you in your holy place,
that I might behold your power and your glory. Refrain
For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; my lips shall give you praise.
So will I bless you as long as I live and lift up my hands in your Name. Refrain
My soul is content, as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth praises you with joyful lips,
When I remember you upon my bed, and meditate on you in the night watches. Refrain



For you have been my helper, and under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.
My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me fast. Refrain

The Second Reading   1 Corinthians 10:1-13
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and 
all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the 
same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that 
followed them, and the rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they 
were struck down in the wilderness. Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might 
not desire evil as they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people 
sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some 
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some 
of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. And do not complain as some of them did, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer. These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written 
down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are standing, watch 
out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way 
out so that you may be able to endure it.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Gradual Verse and Tract
Please stand at the sound of the bells. The Verse is sung first by the Cantor, then repeated by all before and after the Tract.
Verse Be-hold, now is the acceptable time; // 
 behold, now is the day of / sal-va-tion. – 2 Corinthians 6:2

Tract As the deer longs for the waterbrooks, so longs my soul for you, O God.
 My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God;
 when shall I come to appear before the presence of God?
 My tears have been my food day and night,
 while all day long they say to me, “Where now is your God?”
 Put your trust in God; for I will yet give thanks to him, 
 who is the help of my countenance, and my God. – from Psalm 42

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.
The Gospel Reading  Luke 13:1-9
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this 
way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all 
perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you 
think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you 
repent, you will all perish just as they did.” Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For 
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it 
be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure 
on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’”



Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.
The Homily Michael Kurth

Please stand for
The Apostles’ Creed
Celebrant Let us affirm the creed of baptism, saying
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A member of the parish leads
The Prayers of the People

In you, Gracious and Everlasting God, we find our wholeness and strength. Hear the prayers of 
your people, offered in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Holy God, we pray for the Church throughout the world; for Christians who are persecuted or 
tempted to deny God in their life; for this congregation, that we have courage to serve Christ 
faithfully, inviting others to share our ministry and mission; for Sean, our presiding bishop, 
Kevin, our bishop, and for all your holy people, that they may triumph over evil and grow in 
grace; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, we pray for every nation, for peace and for the welfare of all people; we pray 
for wisdom among the world’s leaders in government, health, and commerce, that they may be 
filled with your truth and serve your whole creation; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Sheltering God, we pray for those affected by disease, disaster, and war; defend the weary, 
guard the children, give refuge to the homeless, protect the powerless, and teach us your way of 
compassion; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we pray for those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, especially N., and those 
we name now; that they may know your power to heal; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we pray for those who have died, especially N., and for the people who miss them; 
that your will for them may be fulfilled and that we may trust the power of Christ to save; in 
your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer. 



Gracious God, you have promised forgiveness and blessing to those who humble themselves 
and exalt your Son as Lord and Savior. We give you thanks for your loving kindness, given to us 
and offered for all people in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 

many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online or text a contribution to (302) 

244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may 

place the welcome card in the offering plate.

Anthem Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625)
Almighty and everlasting God, 
mercifully look upon our infirmities; 
and in all our dangers and necessities, 
stretch forth thy right hand to help and defend us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please stand and sing

Presentation Hymn 144, vs. 1-3   Lord Jesus, Sun of Righteousness (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving  (red) Book of Common Prayer 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Music: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010). Copyright © 1985 GIA

Please stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.



The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.

Music: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010). 
Adaptation: Copyright © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 

or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 

is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 

carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 

but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 

ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 



Communion Anthem George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
Mind of Jesus, think of me. Eyes of Jesus, look on me.
Face of Jesus, comfort me. Voice of Jesus, call me.
Jesus, make me thine own to be.

Arms of Jesus, hold me. Hands of Jesus, bless me.
Heart of Jesus, love me. Feet of Jesus, guide me.
Jesus, make me thine own to be, both now and in eternity.

Communion Hymn 150   Forty Days and Forty Nights Hymnal 1982

Please stand for 

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
 of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members 
 of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
 And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

Sending Eucharistic Visitors
Celebrant In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts; that those to whom 
 you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
People We who are many are one body because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.

People Amen.

Announcements

All sing

Hymn in Procession 344   Lord, Dismiss Us with Thy Blessing Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

During this solemn season of Lent, there is no concluding organ voluntary. Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the 

narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 

service, and filled you with grace. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 



Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.
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