
THE SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 16, 2025

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II

Voluntary   Adagio from Toccata in C Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Please stand, as able, at the entrance of the cross and procession.

The Penitential Order 
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.
Celebrant If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 
 confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
 unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

Please kneel, as able, for

The Confession
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Choir sings the Kyrie in either Greek or English.

Kyrie eleison Setting: Philip Ledger (1937-2012)
Kyrie eleison.     Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christe eleison.     Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Kyrie eleison.    Lord, have mercy upon us.

The Absolution
Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
 Amen.

Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. To observe Lent, the announcements and greeting 
are placed at the conclusion of worship. Please maintain quiet for prayer. Wherever 
you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome here.
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Celebrant Let us pray. O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy: Be gracious to all who have gone 
 astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace 
 and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word, Jesus Christ your Son; who with you and 
 the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward 
shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so 
a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be 
your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look 
toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your 
descendants be.” And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness. Then he 
said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.” 
But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?” He said to him, “Bring me a heifer 
three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 
He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not 
cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. As 
the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended 
upon him. When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed 
between these pieces. On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants 
I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Psalm 27:10-15, 17-18   Dominus illuminatio  Chant: Plainsong
The Refrain is sung first by the Choir, repeated by all, then together as appointed.

Refrain

Hearken to my voice, O Lord, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.
You speak in my heart and say, “Seek my face.” Your face, Lord, will I seek.
Hide not your face from me, nor turn away your servant in displeasure. Refrain
You have been my helper; cast me not away; do not forsake me, O God of my salvation.
Though my father and my mother forsake me, the Lord will sustain me.
Show me your way, O Lord; lead me on a level path, because of my enemies. Refrain
What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living!
O tarry and await the Lord’s pleasure; be strong, and he shall comfort your heart;
wait patiently for the Lord. Refrain

The Second Reading   Philippians 3:17—4:1
Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you 
have in us. For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell 
you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; 
their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are 



expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be 
conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to 
himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Gradual Verse and Tract
Please stand at the sound of the bells. The Verse is sung first by the Cantor, then repeated by all before and after the Tract.

Verse Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; // 
 and the God of hosts / will be with you. – Amos 5:14

Tract Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his mercy endures for ever.
 Who can declare the mighty acts of the Lord or show forth all his praise?
 Remember me, O Lord, with the favor you have for your people,
 and visit me with your saving help;
 That I may see the prosperity of your elect, and be glad with the gladness of your people,
 that I may glory with your inheritance. – from Psalm 106

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.

The Gospel Reading  Luke 13:31-35
Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.” He said to 
them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and 
tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my 
way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 
city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house 
is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord.’”

Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Homily David Beresford

Please stand for

The Apostles’ Creed
Celebrant Let us affirm the creed of baptism, saying
People  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

A member of the parish leads

The Prayers of the People
In you, Gracious and Everlasting God, we find our wholeness and strength. Hear the prayers of 
your people, offered in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Holy God, we pray for the Church throughout the world; for Christians who are persecuted or 
tempted to deny God in their life; for this congregation, that we have courage to serve Christ 
faithfully, inviting others to share our ministry and mission; for Sean, our presiding bishop, 
Kevin, our bishop, and for all your holy people, that they may triumph over evil and grow in 
grace; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, we pray for every nation, for peace and for the welfare of all people; we pray 
for wisdom among the world’s leaders in government, health, and commerce, that they may be 
filled with your truth and serve your whole creation; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Sheltering God, we pray for those affected by disease, disaster, and war; defend the weary, 
guard the children, give refuge to the homeless, protect the powerless, and teach us your way of 
compassion; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Merciful God, we pray for those who are sick in body, mind, or spirit, especially N., and those 
we name now; that they may know your power to heal; in your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer.

Eternal God, we pray for those who have died, especially N., and for the people who miss them; 
that your will for them may be fulfilled and that we may trust the power of Christ to save; in 
your mercy, Lord, 
hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, you have promised forgiveness and blessing to those who humble themselves 
and exalt your Son as Lord and Savior. We give you thanks for your loving kindness, given to us 
and offered for all people in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Birthdays and Anniversaries
Please be seated as those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries this month stand to be recognized; then all say

People  O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin
 another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust 
 in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Please stand for

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.



THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 

many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online or text a contribution to (302) 

244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may 

place the welcome card in the offering plate.

Anthem arr. Philip Moore (b. 1943)
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss to lay aside his crown for my soul, 
for my soul, to lay aside his crown for my soul!

To God and to the Lamb I will sing, I will sing; to God and to the Lamb I will sing;
to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM, while millions join the theme, I will sing, 
I will sing, while millions join the theme, I will sing.

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on; and when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.
And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing his love for me, and through eternity I’ll sing on, 
I’ll sing on, and through eternity I’ll sing on.

Please stand and sing

Presentation Hymn 144, vs. 1-2   Lord Jesus, Sun of Righteousness (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving  (red) Book of Common Prayer 361
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Music: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010). Copyright © 1985 GIA

Please stand or kneel as the Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.



The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.

Music: From Deutsche Messe, Franz Peter Schubert (1797-1828); arr. Richard Proulx (1937-2010). 
Adaptation: Copyright © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc.

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 

or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 

is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 

carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 

but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 

ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 



Communion Anthem George Oldroyd (1886-1956)
Jhesu, since Thou me made and bought, be Thou my love and all my thought,
and help that I may to Thee be brought, without Thee I may do nought.

Jhesu, since Thou must do Thy will, and nothing is that Thee may let,
with Thy grace my heart fulfill, my love and my liking in Thee is set.

Jhesu at Thy will I pray that I might be, all my heart fulfill, with perfect love to Thee.
That I have done ill Jhesu forgive Thou me, and suffer me never to spill. Jhesu for pity. Amen.

Communion Hymn 148   Creator of the Earth and Skies Hymnal 1982

Please stand for 

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
 of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
 and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members 
 of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
 And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do,
 to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
 To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.

People Amen.

Announcements

All sing

Hymn in Procession 598   Lord Christ, When First Thou Cam’st to Earth Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.

During this solemn season of Lent, there is no concluding organ voluntary. Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the 

narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 

service, and filled you with grace. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 



Christ Church Christiana Hundred

March 16, 2025 In the Season of Lent

THIS WEEK WE LIFT UP...
OUR EMMANUEL DINING ROOM MINISTRY. Emmanuel Dining Room helps alleviate the immediate 
needs of Delaware’s hungry with nutritious meals served at no cost. Men in the parish meet at the church to 
cook for Emmanuel Dining Room West (2nd and Jackson Streets) on the 1st of odd-numbered months. Groups, 
individuals, men and women, children and youth share the ministry of cooking and serving at Emmanuel 
Dining Room East (3rd and Walnut Streets) on the 22nd of every month. For more information about this 
ministry or to volunteer your time, please contact Hal Schneikert or Marge Hardham. 

TODAY AT CHRIST CHURCH
ALL AGES LENTEN PRAYER STATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

Our interactive Lenten prayer stations offer those of all ages a new approach to prayer. Come experience God 
through the senses this Lent during an expanded Coffee & Community today from 9:30 to 10:30 AM. Spend some 
time in prayerful activities at prayer stations set up in the Parish Halls. Child care is offered in the nursery until 
noon, but no faith formation classes will take place at this time so that all can participate.

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP MEETING
Christ Church’s Grief Support Group meets today at 12 PM. Those who have experienced the loss of a loved one 
and are moving through the grief process are encouraged to attend either in person in the Commons Room or 
online. Click here for the Zoom link.

CELTIC EUCHARIST
In our hurried and noisy world, Celtic Eucharist offers gracious space and time to enjoy the holiness of God, gently 
touched by candlelight, music, and prayer. The Celtic tradition holds that we find God in Christ in our hearts, in 
each other, and in all creation. Through moments of reflection and calm, quiet words, and the sacrament of Holy 
Communion, we bring this tradition to Christ Church to celebrate the Eve of St. Patrick’s Day today at 4 PM in the 
Chapel as we seek to draw more deeply into God’s presence. Music will be offered by Trevor Koening Sr. (guitar) 
and Sandra Borror (flute and penny whistle).

_________________________

WEDNESDAY EVENING LENTEN SERIES: KNOWING GOD – MARCH 19–APRIL 9
As we journey through the season of Lent, join us for our Lenten series on Wednesdays through April 9. “Knowing 
God,” led by Fr. David Beresford, explores our relationship with God, using traditional and creative approaches to 
the questions of faith and religion. This week’s topic is The House of God. We share a simple meal at 6:30 PM in the 
Parish Hall, followed by the course from 7 to 8 PM. Please RSVP here.

mailto:haroldschneikert%40comcast.net?subject=
mailto:mhardham1%40comcast.net?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84309514996?pwd=3ByIukgbU081kqVX4r8YaDLhQcoDFc.1%20#success
https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/dcc4d3eb-2950-4f58-9036-68ad3fdadf2c


VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY AT LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES – MARCH 21
Following last year’s 175th Anniversary Service Project with Lutheran Community Services, our partnership with 
them continues this year as we offer monthly opportunities to pack grocery bags of healthy foods and distribute 
them to the cars of program participants. Click here to sign up for a shift on third Fridays of the month.

_________________________

BOOK SIGNING BY THE REV. DAVID BERESFORD – MARCH 23
Fr. David will sign copies of his new book, Blessed by God, and give a reading from the book next Sunday, March 
23, at the Christ Church Rectory. Come celebrate with us anytime between 2 and 4 PM. Refreshments will be 
provided. Please RSVP to David Beresford. For information on the book, click here.

 _________________________

ALL EXCELLENT AND ESTEEMED BY PIFFARO, THE RENAISSANCE BAND – MARCH 23
Piffaro, The Renaissance Band delights audiences with highly polished recreations of the rustic music of the 
peasantry and the elegant sounds of the official wind bands of the late Medieval and Renaissance periods. In this 
concert next Sunday, March 23, at 3 PM at Christ Church, they bring one of the most potent examples of musical 
immigration in 16th century Europe to life in the story of the Bassano family—an Italian and likely Jewish family 
of wind players and instrument builders who moved to Henry VIII’s court. Tickets are $20 (using code CCCH) to 
$54 and may be purchased here.

_________________________

DINE WITH THE LADIES – MARCH 24
Each month, a group of women meets for an informal dinner in Greenville. All women are invited to Dine with 
the Ladies at Cromwell’s Tavern on Monday, March 24, at 7 PM. Click here to RSVP.

_________________________

A PLACE AT THE LORD’S TABLE – MARCH 29
Spend a quiet morning at Christ Church in a guided Lenten retreat, led by Fr. David Beresford, on Saturday, March 
29. We’ll gather in the Chapel at 8:45 AM for “A Place at the Lord’s Table,” where a large icon of The Hospitality of 
Abraham will serve as the focal point of the retreat. The aim is to provide an oasis of quiet prayer and reflection, 
interspersed with addresses on the day’s theme. The morning concludes with Holy Eucharist at 12 PM. Please 
RSVP here.

_________________________

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION – APRIL 2
Those of all ages are invited for Coffee and Conversation on Wednesday, April 2, from 10:45 to 11:45 AM in the 
Commons Room. Gather with friends for meaningful conversation and make new friends over coffee, tea, and 
snacks. Join us for this time of fun and fellowship and then stay for the 12 PM Eucharist in the Chapel.

_________________________

BACH: TRIO SONATAS BY TEMPESTA DI MARE – APRIL 4
The chamber players of Tempesta di Mare, Philadelphia Baroque Orchestra offer this live concert performance of 
Tempesta’s 5-star recording of Bach’s six organ trio sonatas, re-imagined for chamber ensemble of recorder, flute, 
violins, lute, harpsichord, viola da gamba, and cello on Friday, April 4, at 7 PM at Christ Church. Tickets are $35-
$45 and may be purchased here.

https://bit.ly/ccch-lcs-2024
mailto:davidberesford%40gmail.com?subject=
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REMEMBER LOVED ONES THIS EASTER – BY APRIL 7
To remember someone with a contribution for special flowers or music this Easter, please submit your names and 
contribute online or mail a check made payable to Christ Church along with your memorial names to P. O. Box 
3510, Wilmington, DE 19807 by Monday, April 7. All memorials will be listed in the Easter Day bulletins.

_________________________

UPCOMING BAPTISMAL SERVICES – APRIL 20 & JUNE 8
The sacrament of Holy Baptism will take place on Easter Day, April 20, at 6 AM and on the Day of Pentecost, 
June 8, at 10:30 AM. A preparation meeting for parents and godparents will be held prior to both dates. If you are 
interested in Baptism for yourself or your child, please request an application from Jane Rubini.

_________________________

BUS TRIP TO THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL – APRIL 27
The Delaware Chapter of the National Cathedral Association is sponsoring a trip to the National Cathedral in 
Washington, DC on Sunday, April 27. The bus departs at 8 AM from the Wilmington campus of the University 
of Delaware, 2700 Pennsylvania Avenue, and returns around 7:30 PM. The group will attend Eucharist with the 
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartan Celebration at 11:15 AM and Evensong at 4 PM at the Cathedral. The cost is $85 per person, 
which includes lunch, and reservations are required. Email Sue Lunger to reserve your spot today.

_________________________

GREEN SHOW CREW LEADERS NEEDED
Anyone who has attended the Green Show knows what a wonderful event this is for our parish and the community, 
with all proceeds benefiting local nonprofit agencies. Our volunteers are the heart of the event and the reason for 
the Green Show’s success each year. With plans for the 2025 Green Show already underway, we are looking for 
leaders/co-leaders to help with Admissions, Baked Goods, Frozen Foods, and Saturday’s Brunch. Team up with 
a friend or family member to lead one of these key areas of the Green Show as we follow Jesus’ example to love 
and serve our neighbors by sharing our time and talent. Detailed position descriptions are available. Contact Janet 
Clark-Amodei for information.

_________________________

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God

in loving memory of
Terry J. Conway

and in honor of
Rufus Miller, the Miller family,

and the wedding anniversary of Rufus and Rosanne on March 21

https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/382d86e0-9756-475d-969f-3e8643a40ef5
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Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.

PARISH CLERGY
The Rev. Ruth Beresford, Rector

The Rev. Michael Kurth, Associate Rector/Preschool Chaplain
The Rev. David Beresford, Interim Associate Rector

The Very Rev. William Lane, Pastoral Associate
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Sheila Abio, Head of School
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