
THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
JANUARY 5, 2025

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Service Music from The Christ Church Mass, Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Voluntary   In dir ist Freude			   J. S. Bach (1685-1750)

Welcome and Announcements
THE WORD OF GOD

Please stand, as able, and sing
Entrance Hymn 109   The First Nowell the Angel Did Say	 (blue) Hymnal 1982

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
	 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
	 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.	

All sing
Gloria in Excelsis

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you 
are welcome here.
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Let us pray. O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of 
	 human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share 
	 our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 
	 Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading					     Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save, O Lord, your people, The remnant of Israel.” See, I am going to 
bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them 
the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall return 
here. With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by 
brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, 
and Ephraim is my firstborn. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far 
away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” For the 
Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. They shall come and 
sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, 
the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered 
garden, and they shall never languish again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the 
young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give 
them gladness for sorrow. I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with 
my bounty, says the Lord.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”



The Choir sings

Psalm 84:1-8   Quam dilecta!	 Chant: George Thalben-Ball (1896-1987)
How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts!
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
The sparrow has found her a house and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young;
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.
Happy are they who dwell in your house! they will always be praising you.
Happy are the people whose strength is in you! whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way.
Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs,
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water.
They will climb from height to height, and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion.
Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; hearken, O God of Jacob.
Behold our defender, O God; and look upon the face of your Anointed.

The Second Reading				    Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be 
holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on 
us in the Beloved. I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and 
for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you 
come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Please stand and sing

Gradual Hymn 93   Angles, from the Realms of Glory	 Hymnal 1982

The Gospel is carried into the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.

The Gospel Reading 	 Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

After the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him.” Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” When Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and 
go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 



away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Homily	 Ruth Beresford

Please stand for

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 Let us declare our faith in God:
People	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
	 eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
	 true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
	 Through him all things were made. 
	 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
	 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
	 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
	 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
	 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
	 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
	 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
	 He has spoken through the Prophets.
	 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
	 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
	 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A member of the parish leads

The Prayers of the People
Let us pray to Jesus our Savior.

Christ, born in a stable, give courage to all who are homeless and searching for safety. Jesus our 
Savior, 
hear our prayer.

Christ, for whom the angels sang, give the song of the kingdom to all who weep. Let those who 
are hurting know the strength of your salvation, especially N., and those we name now. Jesus 
our Savior, 
hear our prayer.

Christ, worshiped by the shepherds, give peace on earth to all who are oppressed, and lead them 
to the sanctuary of your presence. Jesus our Savior, 
hear our prayer.



Christ, whose family fled the tyranny of Herod, give humility and wisdom to all who govern. 
Jesus our Savior, 
hear our prayer.

Christ, whose radiance gives light to the world, give the glory of your resurrection to all who 
rest in you, especially N., and those we name now. Jesus our Savior, 
hear our prayer.

Christ, child of Mary, Son of God, you know us and love us; we give thanks for the blessings of 
our lives. Jesus our Savior, 
hear our prayer.

Lord, by the song of the angels you disclosed your birth to your own people, and by the leading 
of a star you revealed your glory to strangers. Teach us to know you now, and to make you 
known to all. Amen.

Please kneel, as able, for

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
	 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
	 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
	 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
	 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
	 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
	 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant declares the absolution.

Please stand for

The Peace
Celebrant	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People		  And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 

many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online or text a contribution to (302) 

244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may 

place the welcome card in the offering plate.

Anthem					     arr. Sir David Willcocks
Unto us is born a son, King of choirs supernal:
See on earth his life begun, of lords the Lord eternal.

Christ, from heaven descending low, comes on earth a stranger;
Ox and ass their Owner know e’en cradled in a manger.

This did Herod sore affray, and grievously bewilder,
So he gave the word to slay, and slew the little childer.



Of his love and mercy mild hear the Christmas story:
O that Mary’s gentle Child might lead us up to glory!

O and A and A and O, Cantemus in choro,
Voice and organ, sing we so, Benedicamus Domino.

Please stand and sing
Presentation Hymn 84   Love Came Down at Christmas	 Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving			   (red) Book of Common Prayer 367

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.		
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, saying
Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death, 
we proclaim his resurrection, 
we await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty Father, now and for ever.

God



The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 

or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 

is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 

carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 

but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 

ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 

Communion Anthem	 arr. Martin Shaw (1875-1958)
Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, by by, lully, lullay.

O sisters too, how may we do
For to preserve this day this poor youngling,
For whom we do sing, by by, lully lullay?

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, by by, lully, lullay.

Herod, the king, in his raging,
Charged he hath this day his men of might,
In his own sight, all young children to slay.

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, by by, lully, lullay.

That woe is me, poor child for thee!
And ever morn and day, for thy parting
Neither say nor sing by by, lully lullay!

Lully, lulla, thou little tiny child, by by, lully, lullay.



Please stand for 

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant	 In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
	 as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
	 and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 The Christmas Blessing
May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with 
his joy and peace; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

All sing

Hymn in Procession 496   How Bright Appears the Morning Star	 Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Voluntary   Carillon de Westminster	 Louis Vierne (1870-1937)

Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 

service, and filled you with joy. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 
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January 5, 2025		 The Season of Christmas

THIS WEEK WE LIFT UP...
OUR SMALL GROUP MINISTRY. Christ Church encourages you to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through lifelong spiritual development. One way we fulfill this call is through our Small Group ministry, where 
people gather regularly to make connections and share experiences of life and faith together. The New Year is a 
great time to find a group that’s right for you! Click here for information on our various groups and when they 
meet.

New Theology Small Group Welcomes Members – January 16
A newly-formed small group meets every other Thursday in the Commons Room from 5:30 to 6:30 PM and 
explores theological writings from the earliest days of the Church up to the present. Topics include the doctrine 
of the Trinity, grace, salvation, and age-old questions such as: Why does suffering exist? Is evil merely the 
absence of good? and How much free will do we have? The conversation and company are lively, and no prior 
understanding of theology is needed—there is space for all people. New members are welcome on January 16.

CELTIC EUCHARIST ON THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY – JANUARY 6
In our hurried and noisy world, Celtic Eucharist offers gracious space and time to enjoy the holiness of God, gently 
touched by candlelight, music, and prayer. This spirituality, part of our Anglican/Episcopal tradition, took root in 
Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Northumbria, and their coastal islands. Through moments of reflection and calm, quiet 
words, and the sacrament of Holy Communion, we bring this tradition to Christ Church tomorrow, January 6, at 7 
PM as we seek to draw more deeply into God’s presence. Join us as we welcome harpist Janet Witman and guitarist 
Trevor Koenig Sr. to play during this service in the Chapel.

_________________________

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION – JANUARY 8
Those of all ages are invited for Coffee and Conversation this Wednesday, January 8, from 10:45 to 11:45 AM in 
the Commons Room. Gather with friends for meaningful conversation and make new friends over coffee, tea, and 
snacks. Join us for this time of fun and fellowship and then stay for the 12 PM Eucharist in the Chapel.

_________________________

JOIN OUR INVITATION WORKSHOP – JANUARY 15
Did you know that 66% of Americans say they would accept an invitation to join a friend or family member at 
church? The challenge for us is building our courage and skills to make that invitation. To help, Christ Church 
parishioners are invited to join members of our Invite Welcome Connect Team on Wednesday, January 15, at 
6 PM for an Invitation Workshop in Parish Hall C. Together, we will discover our own story of knowing God’s love 
and will learn tactics for listening to others’ stories and inviting them into life at Christ Church. Dinner will be 
provided. Please RSVP for this special offering here.

http://www.christchurchde.org/small-groups
https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/9e0b413a-eacd-422b-a089-8aabcbf1659f


CARD-MAKING WORKSHOP – JANUARY 16
Now is the time to check off a New Year’s resolution and clear out your stockpile of old greeting cards and paper 
products! Have fun and get creative as we start the New Year with a card-making workshop with artist Leslie Davis 
Guccione. Join in on Thursday, January 16, from 9 to 11 AM in Parish Hall A as she gives us tips on repurposing 
old cards, paper, and materials in our homes to create all-occasion cards to use throughout the year. Click here to 
RSVP.

_________________________

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY AT LUTHERAN COMMUNITY SERVICES – JANUARY 17
Following last year’s 175th Anniversary Service Project with Lutheran Community Services, our partnership with 
them continues this year as we offer monthly opportunities to pack grocery bags of healthy foods and distribute 
them to the cars of program participants. Click here to sign up for a shift on third Fridays of the month.

_________________________

ALL AGES FELLOWSHIP: QUIET ACTS OF KINDNESS – JANUARY 19
On Sunday, January 19, from 9:30 to 10:30 AM in the Parish Halls, our Outreach Committee hosts an expanded 
Coffee & Community. We’ll gather for food, fellowship, and a fun hands-on service project where all are invited 
to make Valentine’s Day cards for shut-in senior citizen clients of Lutheran Community Services. This is a great 
activity to do with your friends and family, and it’s a way to make connections across the generations. No faith 
formation classes are held at this time so that all ages can participate.

_________________________

EPIPHANY LESSONS & CAROLS – JANUARY 19
Services of Lessons & Carols focus on the story of God’s actions in the world for each season of the Church year. 
Epiphany is a multifaceted season where we see the young Christ Jesus in the manger, being presented in the 
Temple, being baptized, shining forth as the light of the world, and ultimately revealing his glory in dazzling 
brightness on the holy mountain. Join us on Sunday, January 19, at 4 PM in the Chapel as we hear and celebrate 
these stories of Epiphany with music by Gabriel Jackson, John Weaver, Malcolm Archer, Felix Mendelssohn, and 
Johannes Eccard, led by the Christ Church Choir.

_________________________

ADULT FORMATION: WORD INTO LIFE – JANUARY 22, 29, FEBRUARY 5, & 12
Join the Rev. David Beresford on Wednesdays, January 22, 29, February 5, and 12, for a 4-part series titled “Word 
Into Life.” This will be an opportunity to reflect upon and discuss the sermon from the previous Sunday. Written 
copies of each sermon, along with starter questions, will be made available prior to each session. Evenings begin 
with a shared meal at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall, followed by conversation from 7 to 8 PM and concluding with 
Compline. Click here to RSVP, and invite friends from outside the congregation to participate as well.

_________________________

NEWCOMERS: BELONG – JANUARY 22, 29, FEBRUARY 5, & 12
Those new to Christ Church are invited to join in a 4-part series called Belong on Wednesdays, January 22, 29, 
February 5, and 12. Evenings begin with a shared meal at 6:30 PM in the Parish Hall, followed by the class from 
7 to 8 PM in the Commons Room. Participants will make connections with other new people, learn about Christ 
Church, and find places of belonging here. Please RSVP for the series here.

https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/8f5ff829-d15d-4ad8-86b1-04570f609083
https://bit.ly/ccch-lcs-2024
https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/105b9da7-c4e8-4a8b-97dc-60d25b97ae43
https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/add2d8f8-ab0c-411c-b1ee-7a50bf854d90


JANUARY CLOTHING DRIVE
During January, we are collecting blankets, clothing, boots, and shoes for men, women, children, and infants for 
the Clothing Bank of Delaware. Please bring items in tied trash bags weighing no more than 15 pounds each, and 
place blanket donations in separate bags. All items may be left in the back of the Church or in the collection bin in 
the circle drive entrance to the Parish Center at any time during the month. Items brought to worship next Sunday, 
January 12, will be presented during the Offering at the 10:30 AM service.

_________________________

TWO FAMILY PROMISE OPPORTUNITIES – WEEKS OF FEBRUARY 2 & APRIL 27
Christ Church has the honor of hosting families from the Family Promise Network during the weeks of February 
2-8 and April 27-May 3, when members of our congregation provide meals, assistance, and a friendly face to those 
in need. Families stay overnight at Family Promise’s campus on Milltown Road in Wilmington, and volunteers are 
needed to prepare, serve, and clean up dinner there for up to five families each evening. Through Family Promise, 
families receive daily case management support from professional staff in their search for gainful employment and 
sustainable housing. Click here to volunteer.

_________________________

2025 FUNDING APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE
The Outreach Committee has begun its 2025 funding cycle. Each year, Christ Church provides funding to nonprofit 
agencies that feed, clothe, house, educate, and advocate for our neighbors in need. Those who work with nonprofit 
agencies may download an application from our website. Completed applications must be submitted by Friday, 
January 31. 

_________________________

HEARING LOOP SYSTEM
Our nave is equipped with a hearing loop system that provides clean, clear sound without a headset and transmits 
sound from our microphones directly into hearing aids and cochlear implants with telecoils of those in the pews. 
If you have hearing loss but no telecoil device, please ask an usher for a loop receiver.

_________________________

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God

in loving memory of
Edward Ivy

Earl Benjamin Mix Jr.

Samuel McGill Gawthrop, Helen Lloyd Kitchel Gawthrop
Harold Murray Sawyer, Susan Imbrie Sawyer

https://bit.ly/ccch-family-promise-0225-0425
http://www.christchurchde.org/outreach-funding


Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.
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