
THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING
NOVEMBER 24, 2024

10:30 AM HOLY EUCHARIST, RITE II
Service Music from The Christ Church Mass, Sir David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Voluntary   Passacaglia in G minor	 Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

Welcome and Announcements	
THE WORD OF GOD

Please stand, as able, and sing

Entrance Hymn 494   Crown Him with Many Crowns	 (blue) Hymnal 1982

The Opening Acclamation
Celebrant	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
Celebrant	 Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
	 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
	 love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

All sing

Gloria in Excelsis

WELCOME!
We are glad you are with us today as we worship God and receive Christ’s presence 
given to us in the sacrament of bread and wine. This service is offered by livestream to 
those who cannot assemble with us. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you 
are welcome here.

Christ Church Christiana Hundred



Collect of the Day

Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.

People	 And also with you.

Celebrant	 Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, whose will it is to restore all things in your well-

	 beloved Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords: Mercifully grant that the peoples of the earth, 

	 divided and enslaved by sin, may be freed and brought together under his most gracious rule; 

	 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Please be seated for

The First Reading	 Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing was white as 

snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning 

fire. A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand thousands served him, and 

ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the books were 

opened. As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of 

heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. To him was given dominion 

and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an 

everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”



The Choir sings

Psalm 93   Dominus regnavit	 Chant: Thomas Attwood (1765-1838)
The Lord is King; he has put on splendid apparel;

the Lord has put on his apparel and girded himself with strength.

He has made the whole world so sure that it cannot be moved;

Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; you are from everlasting.

The waters have lifted up, O Lord, the waters have lifted up their voice;

the waters have lifted up their pounding waves.

Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea,

mightier is the Lord who dwells on high.

Your testimonies are very sure,

and holiness adorns your house, O Lord, for ever and for evermore.

The Second Reading	 Revelation 1:4b-8
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits 

who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 

ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made 

us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. 

Amen. Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on 

his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” 

says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

At the conclusion the People respond, “Thanks be to God.”

Please stand and sing

Gradual Hymn 481   Rejoice, the Lord is King!	 Hymnal 1982

The Gospel is carried to the congregation so that we remember it is our Good News to hear and to share.

The Gospel Reading 	 John 18:33-37
Priest	 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People	 Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” Pilate replied, “I am not 

a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 

Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers 

would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from 

here.” Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was 

born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens 

to my voice.”

Priest	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People	 Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Once the Book of Gospels has returned to its place of honor, the People may be seated at the invitation of the preacher.

The Homily	 Ruth Beresford

Please stand for

The Nicene Creed
Celebrant	 Let us declare our faith in God:
People 	 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
	 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

A member of the parish leads

The Prayers of the People	
Gathered by the Holy Spirit and renewed in the Word, let us pray to God for the needs of the 
world.  

Gracious God, we offer thanks and praise for all the blessings of our lives; for family and friends, 
and for the loving care which surrounds us; for the wonder of life and the mystery of love. We 
thank you for your whole creation, so beautiful and bounteous, given for us to share, to preserve 
and protect. We are your stewards, O God. 
Lead us in your love. 

Give your wisdom to the leaders of the nations, especially our president, Joe, and president-elect, 
Donald, that there may be peace and provision for all people. We pray for nations and neighbors 
at war or in conflict, for victims of violence, people in poverty, and all who search for safety. Give 
your blessing to all veterans and for those who serve now; for peace in our nation, our region, and 
the City of Wilmington. Hold us together in your great goodness. We want your peace, O God.
Lead us in your love. 



We thank you for giving the Church your Spirit’s power. We pray for Sean, our presiding bishop, 
and for Kevin, our bishop. We give thanks for our parish ministries and our outreach partner, 
N. Strengthen, bless, and guide us to make Jesus known by word and example. We are your 
Church, O God.
Lead us in your love. 

Awaken our hearts to your presence in all people—in those familiar to us and those who are 
different from us. Teach us to use our talents to welcome and bless all your children. We are 
made in your image, O God.  
Lead us in your love. 

Lord, comfort and strengthen those in any need or trouble. We pray for those who are sick in 
body, mind, or spirit, for those who have asked our prayers, especially N., and those we name 
now [aloud or silently, we offer intentions]. Let them discover your love through the care and support 
of others. We are your children, O God. 
Lead us in your love. 

We pray for those who have died, especially N., and loved ones we remember, N. May they 
surround your heavenly throne in glory and may those who grieve find peace and strength in 
you. In you alone we have eternal life, O God.  
Lead us in your love. 

Celebrant	 God of grace, as you are ever at work in your creation, so fulfill your wise and loving purpose in 
	 us and in all for whom we pray, that with them and in all that you have made, your glory may 
	 be revealed and the whole earth give praise to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession of Sin
Celebrant	 Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
People 	 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
	 word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.
	 We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
	 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
	 We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
	 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
	 that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant declares the absolution.

Please be seated for

Christ Church Chorister Ceremony
Rector	 It is good to give thanks to the Lord.
People	 For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised.
Director of Choristers

	 I present N. to receive medals for their attainment of standards set by the Royal School of 
	 Church Music.



Medals are presented to choristers.

Rector	 May the Lord bless your achievement that you may sing his praise today, tomorrow, and for 
	 ever.
People	 Amen.

Please stand for

The Peace
Priest	 The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People	 And also with you.

THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Offertory and Preparation of the Table
Being seated, we begin with a time of offering. Giving money is a sign that our life serves God’s purposes and expresses our gratitude for God’s 

many blessings. The ushers will receive the offering and present it on our behalf. Also, you may give online or text a contribution to (302) 

244-5368. For those who give electronically, a card is available in the pews to participate in the act of offering. Newcomers and guests may 

place the welcome card in the offering plate. 

Anthem	 Bruce Neswick (b. 1956)
Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

May God be merciful to us and bless us, show us the light of his countenance and come to us.

Let your ways be known upon earth, your saving health among all nations.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

The earth has brought forth her increase; may God, our own God, give us his blessing.

May God give us his blessing, and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

Please stand and sing

Presentation Hymn 380, v. 3   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow   	 Hymnal 1982

The Great Thanksgiving			   (red) Book of Common Prayer 361
Celebrant	 The Lord be with you.
People	 And also with you.
Celebrant	 Lift up your hearts.
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our praise in the ancient song of the Sanctus.		
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



The Celebrant continues the prayer, inviting our acclamation of Christ’s sacrificial death and triumphant resurrection, saying

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues the prayer, concluding

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant invites the People to say the prayer Jesus taught his first disciples. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
We sing the anthem at the breaking of the bread, which is Christ’s Body, broken for us. Please be seated after the sacrament is presented.

All are welcome to receive the sacrament of Christ or a blessing. Come up the center aisle and take your place along the altar rail, kneeling 

or standing. If you desire a blessing, cross your arms over your chest to indicate your intent. Receive the host in open hands. Gluten-free host 

is available; let the clergy know your need when they approach you. When you are presented with the cup, drink from it or dip the bread 

carefully into the cup and consume in both kinds together. If you do not wish to receive the cup, please cross your arms to indicate your intent, 

but wait for the minister to pass you before you leave the rail. Please use the side aisle to return to your pew. If you are unable to come forward, 

ask an usher to let the clergy know, and communion will be brought to you. 



Communion Anthem  	 George Frideric Handel (1685-1759)
Father, hear the prayer we offer: not for ease that prayer shall be;

but for strength, that we may ever live our lives courageously.

Be our strength in hours of weakness; in our wanderings, be our guide;

through endeavor, failure, danger, Father, be thou at our side.

Communion Hymn 324   Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence	 Hymnal 1982

Please stand for 

The Post-Communion Prayer
Celebrant	 In thanksgiving, let us pray.
People	 Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us 
	 as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
	 and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
	 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love 
	 and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Sending Eucharistic Visitors
Celebrant	 In the name of this congregation, we send you forth bearing these holy gifts; that those to whom 
	 you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s body and blood.
People	 We who are many are one body because we all share one bread, one cup.

The Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the People.

People	 Amen.

All sing

Hymn in Procession 544   Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun	 Hymnal 1982

Dismissal
Priest	 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People	 Thanks be to God.

Voluntary   Litanies, JA 119	 Jehan Alain (1911-1940)

Please take your bulletin with you or return it to the table in the narthex as you leave. 

We are sent forth to be Christ’s blessing in the world. Our prayer is that today’s worship has encouraged you in love, strengthened you for 

service, and filled you with joy. We look forward to your presence again in worship, in service to others, in learning and fellowship. 
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November 24, 2024		  In the Season of Pentecost

THIS WEEK WE LIFT UP...
OUR YOUTH MINISTRY. At Christ Church we invite youth to explore their faith through Bible Study, 
worship, discussion, and fellowship in a safe, dynamic setting. Our dedicated adult advisors help lead and guide 
our youth, and we encourage them to ask questions, go deeper into who they are in Christ, and help them live 
out their faith in the world. In addition to our Sunday offerings for 6th through 12th grades, youth acolyte at 
services, participate in mission trips and service opportunities, and gather for fellowship on a regular basis. Our 
prayer is that all young people are given the opportunity to experience the love of God and continue to grow 
and flourish in their faith. Click here to learn more or contact Mason Cruz, Minister for Children & Youth.

ADVENT DOVE PROJECT BEGINS TODAY
The Outreach Committee is collecting Christmas gifts for children at St. Michael’s School & Nursery, Friendship 
House, the Choir School of Delaware, and STEHM. Advent Doves will be distributed at services today, and each 
Dove tag lists gift ideas and instructions for participating. Please return wrapped Christmas gifts to Christ Church 
by Sunday, December 8. Last year, Christ Church parishioners provided gifts for more than 100 families.

_________________________

PARISH ADVENT DEVOTIONAL AVAILABLE
Advent ushers in our new liturgical year and is a season that calls us to slow down, prepare, and wait for the coming 
of Christ. This year, members of our parish contributed writings for each day of Advent, and we’ve compiled these 
into a Parish Advent Devotional. You are invited to pick up your copy from the back of the Church today and to 
set aside time each day during Advent to consider how the day’s devotion supports you on your Advent journey. 
Copies are available online as well.

_________________________

DINE WITH THE LADIES – NOVEMBER 25
On the fourth Monday of each month, a group of women meets for an informal dinner in Greenville. This is a great 
opportunity to connect with other women in the parish, and all women are invited. Join us at Cromwell’s Tavern 
tomorrow, November 25, at 7 PM. Click here to RSVP today.

_________________________

THANKSGIVING DAY SERVICE – NOVEMBER 28
Our Thanksgiving Day service at 10 AM includes Holy Eucharist in the Church with members of our choir. Join 
us to give thanks to God and to remember our blessings.

http://www.christchurchde.org/youth
mailto:mcruz%40christchurchde.org?subject=
https://www.christchurchde.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/advent-devotions-2024-book.pdf
https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/e1228e4a-6b2e-47c7-9292-16f95ef15649


ADVENT LESSONS & CAROLS – DECEMBER 1
Advent Lessons & Carols will be held next Sunday, December 1, at 5 PM in the Church. Patterned after the great 
service in Salisbury, England, members of our parish read the lessons, and the Christ Church Choir leads our 
singing. Join us as we allow the light, scripture, prayer, and music to open our hearts to the coming of Christ this 
Advent and move us toward the true joy of Christmas.

_________________________

REMEMBERING LOVED ONES AT CHRISTMAS – SUBMIT NAMES BY DECEMBER 2
To remember someone with a contribution for special flowers or music at Christmas this year, please submit your 
names and contribute online or mail a check made payable to Christ Church along with your memorial names 
to P. O. Box 3510, Wilmington, DE 19807 by Monday, December 2. All memorials will be listed in the Christmas 
bulletins.

_________________________

THE CHRIST CHURCH GREEN SHOW – DECEMBER 6 & 7
Donate: There’s still time to make a donation to the Green Show this week. Items include silent auction donations, 
all types of fresh greens, plant materials and containers, wreath decorations and bows, good quality holiday and 
household items, wine and spirits, food for the Preview Party, and more. Or make a cash contribution, 100% of 
which goes directly to Outreach. For details, click here.

Volunteer: Experience the joy of volunteering at the Green Show. Your time and talents are what make this event 
such a success. Learn how you can help this week and next here.

Preorder Items to Guarantee Availability: Each year we offer preorders of some of your favorite Green Show 
items. Place your orders today for Christmas trees, boxwood topiary trees, decorated and undecorated wreaths, 
carrot cake, freezer foods, soups, and toffee here and then pick up items during the Green Show.

Purchase Preview Party Tickets: Click here to purchase your Preview Party tickets for Friday, December 6, from 6 
to 9 PM and kick off the holiday season with Green Show holiday shops, our silent auction, a vendor marketplace, 
and beverages and heavy hors d’oeuvres. 

Attend Saturday’s Free Family Fun Event: Join us at the Green Show on Saturday, December 7, from 10 AM to 
2 PM for one-stop shopping and decorating with wreaths, Christmas trees, fresh greens, unique gifts, homemade 
dishes and crafts, a visit from Santa, children’s activities, brunch, and more. Find the schedule of events here.

_________________________

COFFEE AND CONVERSATION – DECEMBER 11
Those of all ages are invited for Coffee and Conversation on Wednesday, December 11, from 10:45 to 11:45 AM in 
the Commons Room. Gather with friends for meaningful conversation and make new friends over coffee, tea, and 
snacks. Join us for this time of fun and fellowship and then stay for the 12 PM Eucharist in the Chapel.

_________________________

NEAPOLITAN CHRISTMAS WITH TEMPESTA DI MARE – DECEMBER 13
Hear Alessandro Scarlatti’s festive Christmas cantata plus seasonal music by Falconieri, Mancini, and Marchitelli 
performed by Tempesta di Mare’s chamber ensemble of recorder, violins, lute, harpsichord, and cello. Guest 
soprano Rebecca Myers joins this performance at Christ Church on Friday, December 13, at 7 PM. Tickets are 
$35-$45 and may be purchased here. 

https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/6e263621-74ca-4c7a-85d6-85d850d6aecb
http://www.christchurchde.org/green-show-donate
http://www.christchurchde.org/green-show-volunteer
http://www.christchurchde.org/green-show-preorder
https://ccepde.schoolauction.net/gs2024/register/ticket_sales
http://www.christchurchde.org/green-show-attend
https://tempestadimare.my.salesforce-sites.com/ticket/#/instances/a0FVQ000001eHZR2A2


CHRISTMAS PAGEANT CAST MEMBERS NEEDED – REHEARSALS DECEMBER 15 & 21
This year’s Christmas pageant takes place on Christmas Eve during the 2 PM service. Children and youth ages 3 and 
up are welcome to join the cast playing the townspeople, soldiers, animals, angels, and shepherds, up through the 
lead roles of the narrators, Mary and Joseph, the Innkeeper, the Magi, and other speaking roles. Children serve as 
ushers and stagehands too—roles without costumes or speaking parts. Parents are needed to help with costuming 
and stage directions. Those with speaking roles rehearse on Sunday, December 15, from 4:30 to 5:30 PM, and the 
full cast will rehearse on Saturday, December 21, from 9:30 to 11 AM. Register your child’s participation here.

_________________________

THE LONGEST NIGHT PRAYER SERVICE – DECEMBER 21
As we care for those who have lost loved ones, Christ Church offers a service on the longest night of the year. Join 
us in the Church on Saturday, December 21, at 7 PM for a candlelight prayer service for those who carry heavier 
burdens of sorrow into this season. Music is provided by Janet Witman on the harp.

_________________________

MLK VOICE 4 YOUTH REGISTRATION OPEN
MLK Voice 4 Youth provides a platform for young people in grades 7-12 to speak out on issues important to them, 
reflecting MLK’s commitment to social change and justice. Students choose from 150 American activists spanning 
different causes and eras to develop their message for change and compete on February 9, 2025 for the first place 
prize of $2,000. For more information and to register by January 15, click here.

_________________________

2024 YEAR-END GIFTS & 2025 PLEDGES TO CHRIST CHURCH
Please help us meet our 2024 ministry budget by completing your financial pledge for the year. We count on every 
member to make our ministry possible, and donations are fully tax-deductible.

Thank you to the 291 households that have made a financial pledge to Christ Church for the coming year! Christ 
Church is a place for inspiration, celebration, sharing, service, and worship where all are welcome, and your gift to 
God makes this place possible. We rely on contributions and pledges like yours as our primary source of income 
to support our ministries as we care for our parish family and serve the community around us. Please join us in 
making your pledge, and know that wherever you are on your spiritual journey, there is a place for you here.

Click here to give online, make a pledge, and for instructions on giving a gift of stock. In addition, you may mail 
checks to Christ Church, P. O. Box 3510, Wilmington, DE 19807.

_________________________

MEMORIAL FLOWERS
The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of

Virginia and Karl Willers, Karl Robert Willers
William Brown Willers, Jane and Harry Lunger

and in loving memory of
Pat and Lillian Reilly, Dennis Reilly

Dick and Kay King

The flowers in the Chapel are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of
Frank and Lily Herzog, Dina Goldstein

William P. Lindsay

https://christchurchde.shelbynextchms.com/external/form/334849bd-0738-4cfa-b052-f8450f865087
https://mlkvoice4youth.org
http://www.christchurchde.org/giving


Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, Christ Church welcomes you into a loving 
and joyful community that serves others and seeks to grow deeper in relationship with God 
through Jesus Christ.

NEW HERE? Scan the QR code to let us know or complete the card in the pews and place it 
in the offering plate.

PARISH CLERGY
The Rev. Ruth Beresford, Rector

The Rev. Michael Kurth, Associate Rector/Preschool Chaplain
The Very Rev. William Lane, Pastoral Associate

LAY MINISTRY STAFF
Sheila Abio, Head of School

Bruce Barber, Director of Music
Mason Cruz, Minister for Children & Youth

Jo Harney, Director of Choristers
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ADMINISTRATIVE & FACILITIES STAFF
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Jennifer Fordham, School Administrator
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Leroy Folks, Andy Marine, Charles Parfitt-Simpson, Sextons
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Ran Barton, Senior Warden; Alexia Wolf, ’26, Junior Warden
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